n m European Bureau for
Conscientious Objection

° w 35 Van Elewyck street, 1050 Brussels, Belgium
www.ebco-beoc.org / ebco@ebco-beoc.org / @ebcobeoc

PRESS RELEASE

EBCO General Assembly 2020:
Overcoming the distance - Uniting the efforts

Brussels, 14 November 2020

EBCO held its General Assembly 2020 today (this time online due to the COVID-19),
bringing together conscientious objectors and activists from national and international
organisations in a number of countries: Belgium, Cyprus (both from the Republic and the
northern part), Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Netherlands, Catalonia/Spain,
Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom.

The General Assembly of EBCO elected unanimously a new board which will be chaired by
Alexia Tsouni from the Greek Association of Conscientious Objectors. At the same time the
members of the Assembly thanked the previous board for its work, especially Friedhelm
Schneider for his strong commitment and invaluable contribution as EBCO President over
the past 9 years.

Overcoming the distance and uniting the efforts, EBCO members discussed about
their activities on the national, european and international level in support of the
right to conscientious objection to military service.

EBCO reaffirmed its general recommendations, applicable to all European States:

1) if they have not already done so, to abolish all compulsory military service, and
meanwhile refrain from prosecuting or otherwise harassing conscientious objectors,
with no further action required from such persons; or - secondly - providing a non-
punitive and non-discriminatory alternative service of purely civilian nature.

2) to ensure that it is possible for all conscientious objectors to avoid enlistment
in the armed forces and for all serving members of the armed forces or reservists
to obtain release without penalties should they develop conscientious objections.

3) to immediately cease any recruitment into the armed forces on of persons aged
under 18.

4) to accept applications for asylum from all persons seeking to escape military
service in any country where there is no adequate provision for conscientious
objectors.

5) to decrease military expenditure and increase social spending.
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6) to introduce peace education in all parts of the education system.
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