MINISTRY OF DEFENSE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA 

29 December 2021

President of the European Bureau for Conscientious Objection 
Alexia Tsouni 

Dear Alexia Tsouni,
In response to your letter dated 14 December 2021, addressed to the Minister of Defense of the Republic of Armenia (RA), I give the necessary explanations regarding requested information: 
Regarding the question #1: 
According to Article 5 of the Law of RA "On Alternative Service," the term of alternative military service is 30 months, and the term alternative labor service is 36 months.
Regarding the question #2:
Law of RA "On Alternative Service" was adopted 17 December 2003.
Regarding the question #3: 
Necessary information about the Law of RA "On Alternative Service" is posted in all territorial subdivisions of the Service of Conscription and Mobilization Replenishment of the Ministry of Defense of RA at places visible for citizens.
Regarding the question #6:  
According to paragraph 1 of Article 19 of Law of RA “On Military Service and Status of Military Servicemen,” male citizens over 18 years of age are subject to conscription for compulsory military service until they reach the age 27. 
Registration of citizens in the reserve is carried out due to composition of military service, in two age groups. 
The first group of reservists includes: 
1) reservists in ranks of Private, junior non-commissioned officers and senior non-commissioned officers under the age of 53; 
2) reservists in ranks of junior officers under the age of 55;
3) reservists in senior military ranks of Major and Podpolkovnik under the age of 58;
4) reservists in the senior military rank of Colonel under the age of 60; 
5) reservists in the higher military ranks of Major General and Lieutenant General under age of 65; 
6) reservists in the higher military ranks of Colonel General of and the General of the Army under age of 70 years. 
The second group of reservists includes: 
1) reservists in ranks of Private, junior non-commissioned officers and senior non-commissioned officers under the age of 55; 
2) reservists in ranks of junior officers under the age of 57; 
3) reservists in the senior military ranks of Major and Podpolkovnik under the age of 60;
4) reservists in the senior military rank of Colonel under the age of 63; 
5) reservists in the higher military ranks of Major General and Lieutenant General under age of 68; 
6) reservists in the higher military ranks of Colonel General of and the General of the Army under age of 70 years. 
Regarding the question #7:  
According to paragraph 2 of Article 3 of the Law of RA "On Alternative Service," a citizen of the Republic of Armenia, while conducting compulsory military service, cannot refuse to serve and choose alternative service. 
Regarding the question #8:   
[bookmark: _GoBack]Question of ending or abolishing conscription for compulsory military service was not discussed. 
At the same time, I would like to inform you that to obtain the necessary clarifications on questions 4 and 5 of your request, you should contact the Ministry of Justice of RA. 

Sincerely,

SECRETARY-GENERAL G. BATIKYAN 
